
 

 

 

 

 

 

Lent challenges 

We don’t enter the kingdom of God by thinking about it or by listening to one another talk 

about it. But we do it by following Jesus example. It is clear that Jesus intended for his 

disciples to actually do the things he did and taught ‘love your enemies, give your money to 

the poor, love your neighbour, blessed are the peacemakers…’  we are told anyone who 

hears these words and puts them into practice is like a wise person who builds there house 

on the rock. So we will be going on a journey through lent looking at how we can follow in 

Jesus footsteps putting what he said and did into practice and seeking his Kingdom here on 

earth and here in Poole. 

Anyone who tries to do the things Jesus taught and did will quickly discover that putting the 

teachings of Jesus into practice is extremely difficult, if not impossible, without a source of 

power and love greater than our own. To do it we need inner transformation which is why 

one week we will be focusing on prayer.   

Jesus was a rabbi, and he invited his disciples to make dramatic changes in their lives – to 

risk new ways of being and doing and if we listen carefully we can hear his voice calling for 

us also to follow in his footsteps and pleading with us to be his hands and feet to a hurting 

world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Power and Authority 

I want us to think about the difference between power and authority.  

When Jesus was on earth it was Pilate and Rome who had the power and they used it often 

in brutal ways to control people. Jesus on the other hand was a carpenter from a place 

called Nazareth which was so beat up that they said nothing good could come from there. 

But yet when Jesus spoke we are told that he spoke as one with authority.  

Max Weber a sociologist, who defines power “as the ability to coerce,” If I tell you to do 

something and you do it because you have to. Then that’s power at work” he says.
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“If I ask you to do something and you do it because you want to that’s authority at work.”  

Max Weber says that authority comes from one place - sacrifice. 

In Luke 4 Jesus faces 3 temptations. When Jesus is tempted to turn stones to bread (an 

example of economic power, to be given the kingdoms of the world- an example of political 

power, and to jump off the temple and let angels catch him – an example of religious 

power). But Jesus consistently turns down these ways of taking power. Jesus way of 

influencing the world doesn’t spread through power or through imposing his will onto 

others but through sacrificial love.   

We as the church have a lot to learn from Jesus dealing with power. 

A long time ago the church became used to having power. It happened when the Roman 

emperor, Constantine, converted to Christianity. Overnight the church’s influence was used 

to unify an empire and congregations not only came out of hiding but exploded in 

membership. Through the years, the church’s power was used to install royalty, to run 

nations. But as the church’s power grew, it struggled. There is a sense that people began to 

come to church because that was what was expected, because that was what they had to 

do, not because it was what they wanted.
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But we are now at a time when the church is increasingly distant from the centres of power. 

Bishops can still at the moment vote in the house of lords, but the church can no longer 

claim to play any direct role in governing the country. Instead it has to take its place 

alongside all the other campaigners and commentators. It is one voice amongst many. 

Some Christians I speak to are desperate to get back to those days when the church had 

more power in government, but the church earns its authority not through power or the 

position it holds in society, or by being able to impose our will on others but it is through 

sacrificial love. We earn the right to be heard by serving those around us.  
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 For more on Authority vs power see Tony Campolo http://youtu.be/uKP-5YB0MxQ 
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 For more on (faith and politics) Faith and politics after Christendom book by Jonathan Bartley 



Challenge  

The challenge this week is about loving the person in front of you - serving others and the 

wider community. It is about being the change, making positive steps to make life better for 

others (and yourself in the process!). The ideas are simple. 

• Choose someone who you know is struggling or lonely and commit to loving them 

really well. Invite them over for dinner, spend time with them. Or Call in on an 

elderly neighbour - take some cake, have a cup of tea and a chat 

 

• Do something this week that serves no other purpose than to bless someone else. 

Most people love surprises (if there nice!) so plan a generosity ambush for 

someone today. i.e. buy the person behind you’s coffee/shopping/car park ticket 

or give a gift to someone just because…  

We don’t all have to do massive things to change the world - Mother Teresa said herself 

‘do small things with great love.’ So the challenge this week is to do a small thing with 

great love for someone.   

 


